DEMOCRACY IN ACTION's exhibit "Obama on the Cover: The First Year" is now open at the George Washington University's Gelman.  Gelman Library is located at  2130 H Street, N.W., just one and a half blocks from the Foggy Bottom Metro station.  The building is open from 7 a.m. to 12 a.m..  The exhibit is free and open to the public; to enter you will need to show ID and tell the person staffing the entrance desk that you wish to see the exhibit.  Head to the reference desk and turn right.
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This exhibit is presented to mark the first year of the Obama administration.  The first year of an administration can significantly shape our perceptions of the president.  In a November 2009 column Peggy Noonan observed, "The first year is when indelible impressions are made and iconic photos emerge."  As the administration has grappled with the global economic crisis, pushed for health care reform, and pursued wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, President Obama's governing philosophy and leadership style have become clearer.  

The covers of over 175 news, opinion, and other magazines from the transition period and the first year are presented in rough chronological order for the viewer’s consideration. The cover works include positive and negative portrayals, photographs and illustrations, and good art and bad art.  
This exhibit takes no position on President Obama or his leadership and priorities.  Rather the presentation highlights the works of hundreds of creative people—including editors, art directors, photographers, and illustrators—who have focused their attention on his actions and policies during the first year of the administration.  

Do you find any of the designs particularly compelling or noteworthy, and if so why? 

Your comments and reactions are welcome.
Eric M. Appleman  - Democracy in Action  - P.O. Box 19007  -  Washington, DC  20036-9007

www.P2008.org     ph. (202) 462-0145   action08@gmail.com
See: http://www.gwu.edu/~action/2008/media08/covers2009.html
